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time of his Microsoft presidency, Bill Gates made his first public appearance since handing over the reins. He spoke at the
Harvard Business School and, given the choice, picked the apple — he had it presented to him. It was a big news story. But then,
as news is these days, it was quietly forgotten. This year, to mark the fourth anniversary of Bill Gates’ departure from the
Microsoft throne, we’ve given it some thought again. We’ve looked through The New York Times archives — again — and we
can’t find a single mention of the Bill and Melinda Gates
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actually going to get some proper work done on the yearly review for the Council I’m a part of, mostly because I am so tired of
doing it at the last minute every year. One thing I do wish to do this year, however, is to also do a break down of my words
written, the number of words written, the number of words I write per day, and the proportion of my time spent on writing
versus whatever else I do. I’ve been doing this little exercise every year or so, but I always find it sort of difficult to get a good
idea of where I’m at. So, I’m going to start doing that this year and just write down a list of my words in a day, and I’ll track how
many of those words are words I wrote versus how many were words I typed in a diary, in a word document, on my smartphone,
or in a text message. I’ll also track the proportion of time spent on writing versus other activities, like other work, socialising,
sleep, watching TV, and so on. I also want to keep a notebook of all my words written, which I started last year, and I might go
as far as keeping track of how many words I write per day, but I’m not sure I can stick to that. My brain doesn’t like tracking
things and it hates waiting for me to decide I want to do something. I’m not a big writer and I’m not good at it, 2d92ce491b
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